
            EXERCISE “FOVANT DOG”  
   The YMCA Emblem. August 2018. 

 
In seven short weeks our YMCA emblem has come back to life……. 
 
Fovant Badges Society (FBS) have, since their formation, latterly undertaken the preservation of 8 
of the 9 scheduled monuments and war 
memorials on Fovant Down Escarpment above 
East Farm. There are 12 in total from Compton 
Chamberlayne to Sutton Mandeville. One not 
originally selected for preservation, the YMCA 
on Fovant Down, was slowly shrinking from 
view, even in its ‘green ghost’ state. FBS. 
recently had taken the decision that we would 
renovate YMCA and we began planning the 
necessary works. 



 
Thanks to Pauline Story directing Cpl. Booth of D Company, 5 RIFLES (5RDCoy) to the FBS 
regarding his project to engage with the local community and explore RIFLES history, we were 
able to help each other. Cpl. Booth and D Company’s offer to help renovation and maintenance 
works came at just the right time. 
 
We quickly formed a joint project whereby the FBS could achieve the renovation of YMCA and 
Bulford-based 5RDCoy could forge links to the local community, conduct a ‘field exercise’, and 
revisit the history of their antecedent regiments in training a century ago at Fovant.   
 

Exercise FOVANT DOG (for ‘D’ Company) was born.  
 
5RDCoy planning and logistics, Historic England conditions, Ed Williams’ (landowner) inputs, and 
the FBS budget and procurement schedule were all quickly aligned to the anticipated start date of 
21st September. Leonard Bernstein said “Great things happen when you have a plan, and not 
quite enough time”. Bernstein’s second condition was engaged when Cpl Booth became Sgt Booth 
(of A Coy) and the start on site was overnight moved forward to the last week in August - a Bank 
Holiday week, thus losing one precious day from a tight schedule! 
 
FBS immediately started the drawing and design work to re-establish the YMCA emblem in 
earnest. We began the procurement of mattocks, picket fencing, marking paint, survey gear, and 
the design of a commemorative mug. Lump chalk had fortuitously already been procured for 2018 
maintenance works and delivered early August just after Jake Hooper had strimmed the YMCA site 
and blown away the debris. It was astounding how this simple action ‘liberated’ and made more 
visible the old emblem’s profile, both on the ground on the escarpment, and from the view point at 
the A30 lay-by. 
 
By the 24th August Dr. Tony Phillips and I were briefing the Riflemen at Bulford. Tony on the 
history of the Badges, the relevance of the YMCA to WWI soldiers’ lives, and the genesis of the 
Poppy appeal (started by the USA YMCA); it fell to me to brief on the ‘How-to’ of site setting out 
and construction.  
 



Early afternoon on the 28th August, the advance 
party of 5RDCoy set up camp in Chislebury 
Camp, followed shortly after by the Riflemen 
themselves who had ‘tabbed’ down to the Down 
from Shrewton as the first part of ‘Exercise Fovant 
Dog’. By 4.00pm that day they had started 
working and by close at 6.0pm (and BBQ time!) 
20% of the emblem had been de-turfed and then 
chalk-filled; sterling work! And the weather had 
held.  
 
 
On the 29th after heavy overnight rain the weather 
cleared and 5RDCoy were hard at it again. It was 
clear that if the weather was kind the work would 
be substantially complete that afternoon, with 
some work being held back for the morning of the 
31st when General Sir Nick Parker (FBS 
President) was due to visit site and accept the 
completed emblem from Maj. Buchan-Smith OC. 
5R D Coy. Things were going exceedingly well.  
 
 

 
As you may know the 12 Scheduled Monuments and War Memorials are under the remit of Historic 
England and three trusts have been established to foster their care and preservation. Each trust 

has one moribund emblem; all in need of 
resurrection. We had YMCA; Sutton Mandeville 
Heritage Trust (SMHT) have the ‘Shiny 7th’; and the 
Map of Australia Trust (MOAT) by a strange 
coincidence has the Map of Oz on Compton Down 
bluff. All three Trusts wanted to get their ‘charges’ 
renovated by Armistice 2018, being the centenary 
year of the end of WWI. 
 
The amazing progress on YMCA meant there was a 
‘target of opportunity’ for the 5RDCoy on the 
Wednesday afternoon to help advance one of other 
these badges. Map of Oz regrettably was not 
sufficiently advanced with its setting out, whereas 
Shiny 7th was, like YMCA, clear to see on the 



ground and had just been strimmed. 5RDCoy had the manpower and the recently acquired 
expertise - and SMHT had a badge to renovate. 
Perfect match! 
 
Maj Buchan-Smith kindly agreed to have his officers 
and NCOs investigate the possibility of doing 
something on Shiny 7th, and with John Gailey and 
Antony Firth of SMHT leading, and Jilly and Richard 
Strang kindly lending their ‘trouper’ 4x4s the Riflemen 
were on the hillside by 4.00pm and had it de-turfed in 
under 2hours! Just in time for Jilly to turn up with a 
brimming basket of high calorie choc bars and goodies 
which went down very well with the Riflemen!  A 
remarkable achievement; one emblem renovated and 
another badge kick started. It had been an amazing 
week! 
 
A day back at camp on Friday morning saw 5RDCoy 
back on the hillside and shifting the last few tonnes of 
chalk and driving the fence pickets before Gen Sir Nick 
Parker addressed the Riflemen and accepted the 
renovated emblem on behalf of FBS from Maj Buchan-
Smith, after which each man received his 
commemorative mug. Adjournment to the Greater 
Good was then the order of the day! 

 
FBS wish to acknowledge all those who helped with this YMCA project and brought it rapidly to 
fruition. 
To Edward and Sue Williams for all their help and support, it would not have been possible without 
them.  
To our friends Jonathan and Jake Hooper for their work in preparing the YMCA site and the later 
fencing works. 
To Adam Clutterbuck and Kevin Capon for their stunning aerial photography that made my work in 
setting out and defining the emblem so much easier. Kevin’s panorama of the full hillside, with 
YMCA, is stunning. 
To Peter Hanson for reminding me of our surveying course 50 years ago and helping mark out the 
profile on the escarpment. 
To Travis Perkins, Shaftesbury, for their ‘jumbo’ aggregate bags, and Earlecoate Construction for 
theirs (and in moving chalk from stockpile). 
To Hugh Beamish and Stephen Miles of Historic England for their rapid responses in securing the 
Secretary of State’s approval to FBS’s proposal. 
To all the trustees of FBS, to Gen Sir Nick Parker, and to Tony Phillips for willingly giving of their 
time to move things along. 
And finally to Maj Buchan-Smith, Sgt Booth, Rifleman George, and all the officers, NCOs and men 
of 5RIFLES D Company who worked with us on the Down this summer. A truly sterling effort.  
 
Thank you all ! 
 
We hope that our relationship with 5 RIFLES will continue; will grow over the coming years; and we 
hope you and your children will want to be part of that. Fovant Badges ticks a lot of boxes for 
school projects! Have a look at our website www.fovantbadges.com and get in touch.  
 
Leslie Brantingham  

http://www.fovantbadges.com/


F.B.S. Conservation Officer. 
 
 
 


